My name, too, had reached Bapu's ears in this
connection, I went to him and started to explain:
"Mahadev has told me everything. We have both
decided to eat. I will take nothing but dates and water,
but that has nothing to do with fasting. That is my own
independent experiment." He answered at once: "Yes,
certainly. You can try your own experiment."
What I said was perfectly true. I was thinking of
trying such an experiment. I was afraid Bapu might
think that I had thought out this devious method of
getting my own way. But Bapu never indulged in such
doubts. He gave me his permission without any mental
reservations, which was a great blessing for me.
We were thus easily disposed of, but another prob-
lem arose. Anasuyabehn began to feel very uneasy. "It
was I who drew Bapu into this business. If he fasts, I
too must fast." The mill-workers heard of this, and
were simply distracted. Anasuyabehn had come to the
Ashram. A Mussulman mill-worker turned up there and
said to her: "Mahatmaji is Mahatmaji. He is an ascetic.
We can endure his fasting. But we simply would not be
able to stand it if you too started a fast. That will drive
me out of my senses, and I tell you frankly, I shall not be
responsible for my actions. I might even go and murder
one of these mill-owners." Here we were, landed with
a third problem! Bapu said to Anasuyabehn: "It is not
your duty to fast." At prayer-time he made his wishes
clear to us all. "If you all start fasting with me, my
strength will in no way be increased thereby. On the
contrary, I shall be worrying about you. Your duty,
therefore, is to take proper nourishment, so that you
may be fit to help me in my work. If my body drops
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